

Bypass Roads. Paved highways built by Israel on confiscated Palestinian land within the West Bank and Gaza to facilitate travel for Jewish settlers to Jerusalem, other Israeli cities, and other settlements. Between 1977 and 1999 Israel built 750 miles of these roads, often dividing Palestinian communities and making it impossible for some farmers to reach their fields. [www.palestinemoni-tor.org/factsheet]. 

Checkpoints. A barrier built by the Israeli Defense Forces or Border Police within the Occupied Territories to limit the movement of Palestinians who lack necessary permits. Normally, Israeli citizens, settlers and foreigners move through the checkpoints without being stopped. Palestinians with permits frequently experience extreme delays and humiliation at these barriers. On occasions, deaths have occurred at checkpoints when individuals, including pregnant women in labor, have been unable to reach hospitals. Often farm produce, especially from Gaza, has spoiled at checkpoints due to delays of up to several days. 

Collective Punishment. Practice of punishing entire families, communities or groups for the act of an individual. Collective punishment, as practiced by Israel, takes the form of sealing or demolishing Palestinian homes, imposing curfews, erecting roadblocks, confiscating personal property, uprooting olive and other fruit trees (over 34,600 between Sept. 2000 and Feb. 2002), destroying water systems, and closing schools, colleges, markets, roads, and other gathering places. Collective punishment is prohibited by Article 33 of the Fourth Geneva Convention. 
Curfew. A decree confining people inside their homes. The Israel Defense Forces have kept Palestinian cities and towns under curfews, some for weeks at a time, resulting in serious food shortages and the denial of urgent medical services. As a form of collective punishment, curfews are contrary to the Geneva Conventions. [www.phrmg.org] 
Gaza, Gaza Strip. One of the most densely populated areas in the world, the Gaza Strip is 25 miles long and five miles wide and has a population of 1.02 million Palestinians, most of whom are refugees. Israel occupied the Strip in 1967 and constructed numerous settlements there for the exclusive use of Jews. 

Home Demolitions. Practice of forcibly removing families from their homes and destroying their dwellings. The government of Israel has carried out home demolitions as punishment for an alleged criminal act by a member of an extended family or because the house was constructed or enlarged without a building permit or simply for “security reasons.” Demolitions are carried out using bulldozers with the help or supervision of the Israeli army or police. Home demolitions are a breach of the Fourth Geneva Convention relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War. From 1967 to 1999, Israel demolished over 8,500 Palestinian homes. [www. palestinemonitor.org; www.cpt.org; www.batshalom.org] 

Intifada (or Intifadah). Arabic word meaning “a shaking off,” used as the designation of an uprising among Palestinians from 1987 until 1993. The second Intifada was touched off by Ariel Sharon’s visit with 1,000 troops to Al Haram al Sherif on September 28, 2000. During the six years of the first intifada, approximately 1,500 Palestinians and 35 Israelis were killed; during the first year and a half of the second intifada, 1,000-plus Palestinians and 200-plus Israelis have been killed. 
Law of Return, Right of Return. In 1950, the Israeli Knesset adopted the Law of Return giving any Jew in the world the right to move to and settle in Israel. The Right of Return is the right of all Palestinian refugees to return to their homes and is based on Resolution 194 adopted by the U.N. General Assembly on December 11, 1948. The state of Israel opposes the return of Palestinian refugees, fearing that their presence would change its character and demographics as a Jewish State. [www.untreaty.un.org/] 
Occupied Territories. Territories occupied by Israel in 1967, specifically the West Bank, Gaza and East Jerusalem. Under terms of the Fourth Geneva Convention, no occupying power may legally seize territory by war nor transplant its own population into the occupied territories. Under UN Resolution 242, Israel is required by international law to withdraw from all the territories occupied [www.Gush-Shalom.org; www.LawSociety.org] 
Settlements. Residential communities constructed in strategic areas throughout the West Bank, the Gaza Strip, and the Golan Heights. Sometimes called “colonies” these settlements, built for Jews only, often are massive apartment blocks or suburban homes, and are a source of international controversy and Arab anger. There are now 194 settlements in the West Bank, including Jerusalem, and 18 in the Gaza Strip. [www.ARIJ.org; www.fmep.org/home.html; www.gush- shalom.org] 
Targeted Killing.  Israel’s policy of executing Palestinians without bringing them to trial. These Palestinians are killed by Israeli death squads or missile-firing helicopters. Palestinians and human rights groups condemn the practice, and use the term “assassinations,” or “extra-judicial executions.”  Assasinations are a war crime under the 1907 Hague Convetion and the Fourth Geneva Convention.
Torture.  Any act of intentionally inflicting severe pain or suffering on a person, mentally or physically, to punish or to obtain information. Palestinians detained by the IDF regularly face physical assault and torture with bats and other objects, rape, the withholding of life-sustaining medicine, as well as the deprivation of food, water, and sleep.  Torture is specifically outlawed by the Geneva conventions declaring “that no state of emergency, other external threats, nor orders from a superior officer or authority may be invoked to justify torture.”  
West Bank. Area captured by Israel in 1967. Following the end of the British Mandate in 1947 and until 1967 the area was administered by Jordan and became known as the West Bank (of the Jordan River). [www.ARIJ.org] 
Zion, Zionism, Zionists.  A movement to resettle Jews in historic Palestine and to create the state of Israel. Zionism is a recent political movement that began in the 1880s.  The first Zionist Congress in Basel, Switzerland, in 1897 officially stated the Zionist goal: “To create for the Jewish people a home in Palestine.” Contemporary Zionists are those who have associated themselves with the goals of the modern state of Israel, some through cultural, economic and political means, some through military and other violent strategies.  
Join Jews Against the Occupation in calling for peace through justice for Palestine.

  www.jewsagainsttheoccupation.org  (212) 539-6683
Portions of this text were taken from Americans for Middle East Understanding - www.ameu.org

